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The HLAA has an exciting special offer just for you!   All members who renew their 

HLAA membership for 2012 before December 31, 2011 will have their names put into a 

drawing for a beautiful Llama Gift Basket valued at over $100.00!  This offer is for both 

adults and youth, and for both renewal and new memberships.  The drawing will be held at 

our annual membership meeting and conference in March of 2012. 

     The Hoosier Llama Alpaca Association has been in existence since 1992 and offers edu-

cation in health care, fiber, showing, and training through work-

shops, clinics, and help from our members.   We have an active 

youth support group that offers youth events, 4-H groups, and 

scholarships.  As an HLAA member you will receive publica-

tions of The Hummer, will be eligible to participate in the free 

Members Mystery Class at all IN shows, and be eligible for the 

HLAA/MLA Sweepstakes award program.  Members also have 

access to our HLAA Lending Library and are invited to the an-

nual membership meeting and conference. 

     Donôt miss our on this special Membership Renewal offer!  

Send in your membership dues by December 31, 2011 and be in 

the running for this awesome Llama Gift Basket!   

     The 2012 membership application is on the last page of this 

newsletter.  Send in your HLAA renewal membership today!    
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Win this fantastic Llama  

Gift Bakset!   

Just Renew Your  

Membership by Dec. 31st!! 

     The HLAA has experienced many successful events 

this year and thereôs much more coming in 2012!   In 

this issue we hope you enjoy the reviews of some of the 

events  and all the photos.  Please take note of our Mem-

bership Drive and our Election news.  Itôs time for mem-

bership renewals and you wonôt want to miss out on the 

upcoming 2012 activities.   

     As youôve probably noticed, weôve had a short hic-

cup with the schedule of publishing our Hummer.                         

Presidentõs Message 
We apologize for this interruption in our communi-

cations with our members. 

     Wishing you all a very happy Thanksgiving.   

As you celebrate your blessings with family and 

friends, may the joy of Thanksgiving fill your 

hearts and home.   Your lamas might enjoy a few 

flakes of alfalfa for their Thanksgiving dinner.             

             Marilyn Nenni 



Many of you who have visited the Hamilton County Fair-

grounds this summer have admired the new painting on the 

east end of the llama barn and have inquired about it.  An 

artistic addition to the llama barn, the painting is part of a 

state wide literary art project called Word 

Hunger. 

     A year ago Jim and I were invited to 

participate in this Word Hunger Project 

sponsored by Brick Street Poetry, Inc. 

The project is possible though grants 

from the Indiana Humanities council 

with support from the National Endow-

ment for the Humanities and the Indiana 

Arts Commission. 

     Held at our Extension building, a 

group of Ag enthusiasts were invited to 

share with a local poet their experiences 

on the history of county agriculture, how food production 

affected their life, and why they chose to engage in farming. 

    As the informal discussions proceeded, many stories 

were told of past days on the farm .... daily feeding of the 

animals,  gathering eggs with the cranky rooster in the hen 

house, being at the mercy of the weather when planting, 

long working days, mechanical problems with the combine, 

the preparation of large family meals, and the closeness of 

the family as they all worked together.  Working the land 

seemed to have brought one to appreciate the land and envi-

ronment and brought them closer to nature.  Sounds and 

smells also were a part of the memories:  the smell of the 

fresh hay stored in the barn, sounds of crickets at night, 

hundreds of stars in a night sky, the taste of the first Indiana 

grown tomato, and sweet corn on the cob.  Yesteryear farm-

ing required stamina and muscle ï todayôs farming requires 

a computer.  Yesteryearôs wife put the apple pie on the win-

dow sill to cool.  Todayôs wife puts the apple pie on the 

window sill to thaw. 

     Virtues of youth growing up on a farm were also re-

called  ..... family involvement, responsibility, developing 

imagination during times of play, leadership and prob-

lem solving through 4-H programs, and winning that 

didnôt always mean a blue ribbon. 

     At the Hamilton County meeting, the discussions 

were facilitated by Joyce Brinkman 

of Brick Street Poetry, Inc.  Poet 

Ruthelen Burns was present taking 

notes of the conversation for the 

creation of a poem about Hamilton 

County agriculture.  The purpose of 

this literary art program is to collect 

experiences about farming in the 

county, relate these experiences 

through a poem, and share these ex-

periences by having an artist paint 

the poem on a barn within the 

county.  The sponsor plans to have 

this program completed in sixteen counties throughout 

the state of Indiana with a ñtrailò created for people to 

follow through the different counties. 

    The Word Hunger project has now been completed in 

Hamilton, Boone, Shelby, Putnam, and Marion County 

at this time.  In Hamilton Co., the painting on the llama 

barn has been admired by many visitors to the fair-

grounds.  The portion of the poem selected to be painted, 

is quoted below.  In the other counties, the selected barn 

is not within the fairgrounds, but out in the county land-

scape.  Where is the Word Hunger barn in your county?  

It will be interesting to learn of the various locations 

selected as the project nears completion and we can fol-

low the ñtrailò of Word Hunger.  The various poems of 

this literary art project will always rekindle fond memo-

ries of country living for many whether it be with hogs, 

cattle, llamas, corn, or soybeans and will raise awareness 

of how the bacon and eggs get to the breakfast table for 

many city 

dwellers. Painted Poem: 

 
There is heritage 

As the winks of elders, smiles of the young 

In heirloom stitched quilts and tomatoes, 

 

There is language 

In sunspots reflected in the eyes 

Of a llama, hare, hen, or horse 

 

There is spirit 

In the smell of fresh hay 

In night stars remembered, or found 

 

There is joy 

In belonging together, caught on the wings 

Of barn swallows and bees 

 

On this spot of land, we unite our hands 

In this humble space, miracles are made 

And everyone wins who plays 
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